


REFERENCE MAP 
WETLAND SECTIONS 

King and Queen County 

INDEX MAP 

15 



SECTION I 

YORK RIVER AND POROPOTANK RIVER 

There are 1824 acres of tidal marshes in this section, representing 43.6 percent of the tidal marshes in King and Queen 
County. This section includes all the marshes on the King and Queen side of the Poropotank River. Information regarding the 
other marshes in this system is found in the Gloucester County Tidal Marsh Inventory. Section I also contains those marshes that 
occur along the York River from the mouth of the Poropotank River to West Point where the York forks to become the · 
Pamunkey and Mattaponi rivers. 

The most dominant marsh type in these waterways is saltmarsh cordgrass (Type I), Spartina alternijlora with 990 acres, 
followed by big cordgrass (Type V), Spartina cynosuriodes with 342 acres and salt meadow hay/salt grass (Type II), Spartina 
patens and Distichlis spicata with 234 acres. 

Near the upper end of the Poropotank River and certain tributaries of the York such as Goalders and Hockley creeks, 
freshwater marsh species are evident. Arrow arum (Peltandra virginica) and pickerel weed (Pontederia cordata)dominate in the 
intertidal zone of the marsh in these locations. Wild rice (Zizania aquatica) occurs in rather large stands in the upper Poropotank. 
Here salinity is greatly diluted by upland runoff and seepage resulting in an increase of plant diversity. 

Field checks made in October of 1987, indicated that wild rice populations at the upper reaches of the Poropotank River 
and Burnt Mill Creek (Section II) were much smaller when compared to the original field work done in 1978. Possibly drought 
conditions in recent years have caused higher salinities and reduced upland runoff, impacting the growth of this valuable 
freshwater marsh grass. The tables reflect the 1978 data for historic purposes. 
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Section I. York River and Poropotank River 
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SECTION 1-B. YORK RIVER AND POROPOTANK RIVER 
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Section I. York River and Poropotank River 
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Section I. York River and Poropotank River 
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SECTION II 

MATTAPONI RIVER - LOWER REACH 

This section includes the tidal marshes of the Mattaponi River and its tributaries in King and Queen County from its 
mouth to the Village of Walkerton, a distance of approximately 24 river miles. The other tidal wetlands on the Mattaponi River 
System are documented in the King William County Tidal Marsh Inventory Report. 

The marshes in this reach total 2227 acres, representing more than 50 percent of all of the tidal marshes in the County. A 
large number of these wetlands are oligohaline marshes dominated by big cordgrass with an overall total for this species of nearly 
1,000 acres. The largest oligohaline marsh in this section is marsh# 37, with 327 acres and dominated by big cordgrass. 

The largest single marsh in King and Queen County is marsh # 43, totalling 481 acres. This extensive wetland is 
classified as a Type XI Freshwater Mixed Community because of its diversity of marsh vegetation. Although big cordgrass is 
predominant, other plant communities such as arrow arum/pickerel weed, smartweed and tearthumb (Polygonwn spp.), marsh 
hibiscus (Hibiscus moscheutos), beggar's ticks (Bidens spp.) and Walter's millet (Echinochloa walteri) are indicative of 
freshwater conditions. 
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Section II. Mattaponi River - Lower Reach 
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Section II. Mattaponi River - Lower Reach 
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Section II. Mattaponi River - Lower Reach 
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Section II. Mattaponi River - Lower Reach 
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Section II. Mattaponi River - Lower Reach 
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Section II. Mattaponi River - Lower Reach 
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Section II. Mattaponi River - Lower Reach 
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SECTION III 

MATTAPONI RIVER - UPPER REACH 

Documented in this section are the tidal marshes of the Mattaponi River from Walkerton to the Village of Aylett (near the 
terminus of tidal action), a distance of approximately eight river miles. This area contains 22 marshes ranging in size from .4 to 
22 acres and totalling 125.8 acres. Most of the marshes can be characterized as small marshes of various forms: embayed, 
fringe, point, or marsh islands. All twenty-two marshes are Type XI, Freshwater Mixed Communities, indicating a rich, diverse 
flora. A number of the marshes are associated with tidal swamps or bottomland hardwood forests, dominated by black gum and 
red maple. 

During field checks made in October of 1987, it was observed that in marshes 92 - 95, Asian dayflower (Aneilma keisak) 
nearly dominated the marsh surf ace. This introduced species characteristically grows in dense, prostrate matts, and is particularly 
aggressive, often out-competing more desirable native species. The tables reflect the species composition of these marshes as 
recorded in 1978 (for historic record), when the original field work was done. 

Tidal influence extends approximately three miles above Aylett, but no tidal marshes were found beyond this point. 

37 



1000 

e 

85 

SCALE 1 : 24,000 

0 

d 

1000 2000 FEET 

L...e- w 

WHITEHALL 

--

SECTION Ill-A. MATTAPONI RIVER - UPPER REACH 

38 



Section Ill. Mattaponi River - Upper Reach 
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Index to Marsh Locations 

Aylett 1, 37, 41, 42 
Bakers Creek 20, 21 
Brookshire 24 
Burnt Mill Creek 24, 25 
Corbin Creek 24, 25, 27 
Courthouse Creek 30, 31 
Courthouse Landing 30 
De Farges Bar 33, 34 
Dixon Creek 26, 29 
Garnetts Creek 33, 34 
Glass Island Marsh 24 
Goalders Creek 1, 16, 21, 22 
Goff Point 21 
Goose Creek 26, 27 
Grass Creek 28, 31 
Gressitt 19 
Gutherie Creek 18, 19 
Heartquake Creek 28, 29 
Hockley Creek 1, 16, 20, 21 
Horse Landing 35 
Log Landing 30 
Mantapike 32, 33 
Mantapike Creek 32, 33 

43 

Mattaponi 24 
Mattaponi Creek 24, 25 
Mattaponi River 1, 24-42 
Melrose Landing 28, 29 
Miller Landing 17 
Mitchell Hill Creek 30, 31 
Morris Bay 19 
Muddy Point 26, 27 
Peavine Island 35, 36 
Poplar Landing 40-42 
Poplar Spring Branch 17 
Poropotank River, 1, 16-19 
Old Mill Creek 26, 29 
Rickahock 35 
Roane 19 
Robinson Creek 21, 22 
Ryefield Creek 26, 27 
Walkerton 35, 36, 38, 39 
West Point 1, 16 
Whitebank 38, 39 
Whiiehall 38, 39 
York River 1, 16, 19-22 


